Grade Distribution

e 3 A (highest score 98)

e 3B

e 5C

e 3D

e 2 F (did not turn in Part 1 of exam worth 45 pts)
1 missed exam

» 45% of final grade now In
— 55% for those who handed in an optional exercise for grading
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Military Geography Exercise

Optional Exercise 12 (graded or extra credit) explores
the interrelationship between the physical landscape
and places in NYS that have important military
significance in American homeland military history.

French and Indian Wars
American Revolution
War of 1812

link to NYS historic sites and parks brochure

istonic Sites

The Nature of Strategic Location

What Is “strategy?”
What is a “strategic location?”

What qualities does this “strategic location ” have?

A location’s geography (terrain, weather, climate and culture)
plays an important role in its selection and the planning
and execution of the plans, especially military plans.

It goes hand-in-hand with current technology (technology
of the time frame).

What criteria would be used to choose a strategic
location in New York during the 1700s?

Elevation, Landforms, Rivers
in the Eastern U.S. :

In the 1700s, with knowledge of
.. [l the geographic site and situa-
g% = | tion of the British colonies PLUS
@0t | being aware of the military

7.« ] technology of the times, how

Elevation (in feet)
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Strategic Passages

» The location of routes and passages as well as
bottlenecks and areas of unimpeded movement have
historically been important. Control of these areas have
been the goal of strategists.

* Among the most important strategic locations in
America in the 1700s are 4 sites in NYS:

v"Mouth of the Niagara River
v Oneida Carry at Rome

v Fort Ticonderoga between Lake Champlain and
Lake George

v Gorge of the Hudson through the Hudson Highlands

6
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The New York Colony

Inland Corridor was strategically located = GV A I AR IR IETIRWEIES

between French and Eng-
lish territories, allowing the | Conflict between England and France for control of North America
easiest and shortest
passage between Canada
(St. Lawrence River) and
the Atlantic coast.

Great Appalachian Valley
|:| Pledmont N

|| Blue Ridge and
northern highlands

|:| Ridge & Valley v

¢ | FRENCH anp
1 INDIAN WARS

SLRIE GF MIES

MAMIR
MILITAEY ENGEGEMENTS

The northern
section of the
Great Valley

[ creat valley is located in s "
[ | Appalachian Plateaus = New York
[ | Adirondacks ) |;
1
*  Escarpments & ﬁ

_/ Ridge mountains
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The Great Valley was
an important strategic Ny . \ S | - O
topographic feature in «,r‘*f/ i ./ BlueRidge~ ; | Valleys v N s L R L it

. B woel (| 1. Champlain Valley oMo eE ;
gastern quth America Mohawk Valley
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to the US Civil War, Walden
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Fort Niagara — a player in 3 wars

The fort played an important role in the struggles of France,
England, and the United States to control the Great Lakes
region and also helped shape the destiny of the Iroquois.

>The French built the fortin 1659 | | = s
overlooking the mouth of the (5 28 1 -
Niagara River to control passage. / ,@f R -5 Fort Ticonderoga .

L N ‘Al _between Lake .. o
»Britain gained control of Fort TN [ V- " Champlain and Aei g o
Niagara in 1759, during the French s \ o e P Lake George < AN
& Indian War after a 19 day siege. wfvan S LA 2

\ A 75 e R T Bugrapg bive.| g b Y 1

»The British held it throughout the N, oo NS PIiTEeaTED | Gorge of the Hudson River

American Revolution but yielded it

..... R & : ?:‘i .2 through the Huds,dh’ ngh ; m
to the U.S. in 1796 by the treaty. e (WG N, 18] g —

lands (West Point-Bear Mountain).
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»During the War of 1812 Fort

Niagara was captured by the British
(1813). It was returned to the United
States in 1815 at the end of the war.
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Oneida Carry (present-day Rome, NY) Site of

Ticonderoga

THE ONEIDA CARRY The site of Ticonderoga
R 5 was considered a strategic
2':., position because it control-
a Future Site of
s N 3&\% Sago - finiwh led the rogte between Lake
12 miles o %) | Champlain and the Hudson
| | - . | Valley.
\
North s | N It was important to the Iroquois,
@ <L the French, British and Americans.
\ —
Fort Williams /-
0.1.2Km (
— Fort Cravon* % .
0 1 .2Mi < What is a portage?
/ | 11




Site of Fort

Ticonderoqga

Occupying this site meant
controlling all travel between
LW ) === St. Lawrence River Valley

- lw%:,::;fmﬂwf Mntreal) and New York Harbor.
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NY and the American Revolution

The American Revolution, 1777-1779 LA
Pyt i ‘i
e 1. g, G i gy TR
e 3 iad a5 My CEELGN '*!'_i
viaseass § By Gen Bevy S Leger
Bmmpe Ly
r L ~l—a— A B e JEran Cier e

merrama 3 Mg Den Jedes CATe BT W) G o Buien L
+EFE 1 s Gan hzoptodeis
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July 4, 1776 the Declaration of Independence
Is signed in Philadelphia.

Great Britain controlled the seas. The Royal
Navy quickly blockaded all primary colonial
ports and controlled coastal traffic.

L
About one third of all battles of the American

Revolution were fought on New York soil.

14

s American Revolution, 1776-1777
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NY and the American Revolution

[ ] [ ] ]
M CRTTere
I ‘ I n I ...... B R O AR L NEW JERSEY
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New York City, New York
Harbor and the lower
Hudson River were
quickly secured by the
British and remained
under their control
throughout the | ;177
Revolutlon o

ﬁ* Aug. 1776
. --u-.a;fl‘*: Battle of
Brooklyn

7 - = v =] 7
* Britain planne.d ’FO end 1777 ATTEMPT TOUSOLATE/NEW ENGLAND %
the war by splitting the |||, e p ! A
colonies in half b Boreme O e
i y ,}[ * Point of conflict 5’4, rt\t;ia;oh
having: o i

» Gen. Howe move north
from New York City

» Col. St.Leger move east | |0’ P | .
e ST ‘:.7:. gratoga rtsmouth
from Oswego ; N\EW Q'b"f\" S ‘3’; e
» Gen. Burgoyne move ﬁima HUSETTS Bugion
south from Montreal HC =N lﬁ:ﬁ*’““ %Lm, j“ pm.de cj\
Wext Point NNEQTIOUT] ™dNdws
<+ All were to meet at | g s
Albany in victory! 9: | w A

What Happened?

Howe never made it past West Point.

 Americans controlled the Hudson Highlands.
Because of the S-shape of the Hudson there, British
ships had to slow down.

 The Americans put an iron chain across the river to
block passage.

 Howe retreated to NYC, not able to deliver supplies
north to Gen. Burgoyne.

17

Hudson River Gorge at Bear Mountain
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Location of the

Hudson River Gorge ) €
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Oriskany Battlefield

What Happened?

. BATTLE OF IM\_ = : | 2 e o ....:_::.:: =0 - X :
St. Leger never made it past Rome. DRy s e O
N _ o A HISTORIC NEW YORK
 British and Indian forces moving into the Mohawk — rort Stanmix 0 ites / N SITE OF THE BATTLE OF ORISKANY
Valley encountered a large American militia at -m_%h ol ba e Hoodien
Oriskany R NN/ Indians Tes simbushed the Tron Coato i
- F\, T 'E { 1A Eru'_-.re nl-mﬁ::i;!ln]g 1‘;:; ‘tlll:le. re.'[ltii}‘_I r_'rfh]:art sdta&w:; mnm;]r_ _
- . = e - | - sencral Ncholas HerKlmer, though wounded, rallied his
 After a fierce battle, and with false rumors present, S W2y N/, | e nl s e e
- o }*‘._ \,&# i | i FP*:TL:?;*M :It Orlskany and unuh%:: to force the surrender
the Indian forces abandoned the British troops. e ) e cevrsen, Wi thle” defeat ot Sratoun. varid
H‘--.. | e C'-".',_,-' ] NS:;W}.:.TE plan to divide e colonies by conguering
« St. Leger retreated to Oswego. S NG|

Considered to be a significant turning point in the War of
Independence, the Battle of Oriskany (August 6, 1777) has

been described as one of the bloodiest battles of the war.
21 22
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Battle of Saratoga

What Happened?

Lrvz=]
L2

N
Burgoyne never made it past Saratoga. . Ft§
» He was forced to surrender after the Sher e Beste e %\\\\\\\\\\ §3’§
second battle of Saratoga after Oky\\\ %%@i; §
= meeting much militia resistance as his “"""5\% o

Bem-s%
Heights "%

eights ¥
& Benmngto
AR

vl 3
16 Aug %

.

\ \ T

BURGOYNE'S

force moved south
» dealing with bad weather
= running low on supplies

MARGH ON ALBANY NLMB <Albany

oo AN MV

American victory at Saratoga

IS considered one of the

“most important events that
changed world history.
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! = { THE WAR OF 1812 k .
f-’.. ﬁh,;,l-l'!mw IRITIEHEEEEIH:;MERIEA ;"{ _hhcw \:.:
| “‘“""'m*' ' | American forces tried to attack Canada
o s x| via Lake Champlain lowland. The U.S.
*» After the Battle of Saratoga (1777), only the area | e i ) .
.. : & A | established a naval fleet on Lake Ontario
south of Bear Mountain, including NYC, e e based at Sackett's Harbor. NY.
remained under British control. N S
. - . ey Eake et 18] f‘*"’: Lae sureRion Majc;I;'HrfoﬁﬁErl? Ei!l?‘l}:ﬁigns (‘;
 The New England Colonies were linked to the Middle L mme WO g g Malor Nlorihem Compalans i34
. . . [ rn \ I INDIANA | i s '-nh'sﬂ}h.?l. i o i+ Battle site Montres ggl?T ,
and Southern Colonies via inland routes. Food and N T e el AN, C AN ADA
manufactured goods were exchanged. G e 7 ol B VT
. ) . . o S eg s S U 00 _-‘1 / : MICHIGAH
e Victory convinced France to join the war on the ) LT 5B anane g | TenmTomy T oensiown
American side. ! “mﬁﬂ il W= N fE, O
: : R L SR ha
 Only 1 other battle (Elmira, 1779) was fought in NY. \ o e [ ae | raamon
F i NRion \ S | o o xokm - | OHIO
* Revolutionary War ends in 1781. g i e ¥ e || [ emmmoRy
-~ i _F,- ¥ LS vicionn
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War of 1812 War of 1812: Niagara Frontier

Christier’s Farm (Oci. 11, IM:\I' 1o}
’

PR AR e

The beginnings of another ‘ ’~-~.i?f'__"""’r\'__:{',} l mm@;".m Mil Itary OUtpOStS T/:n\d
“ n >> | g Fieescon ___,.._-;.m ') : :
backwards P ~ A ake Champlain andy/=~=s along the >
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Lundy’s
4 Lane ¢
i A Fi.Oswego 4/ Chi ra 17
e act 5 A ppewa
Stoney . isgara H
arerwe T ! e iams | Lake Ontario s Ppvewa. B* e
Battia of the Chippews (July 5. 1814) 2
Lundy's Lane (July 25, 1814 Fm <
: yagara _ :
weeme /& Frontier i
: Qﬁ... ! .
. ) 'y
/-'
British Campaigns
lllll 1. Sir George Prevost : -
. —-:— 2 Brip Gen. John Vincent . . ) US Al’my bU|IdS
. ' . e it SR | forts on ether side ' /
Sp——— T " Chandier, Brig. 3 2 - N — - |
' —.— 4 Comissec Chauncey , of the Narrows to ' - : = RN OF NES J h
i ol ),’; protect NY Harbor Sk e Z T 35 % Il
O 10 20 0 40 0 ====== 7. Ma Oen. Jemes Wilkinson =l . ZT e e 28
(= ———""——— L «= a8 Com. Thomas MacDonough .

War of 1812: Sackett's Harbor War of 1812: Fort Oswego

Fort Oswego guarded the mouth s e
of the Oswego River which was a
route into central New York.
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War of 1812
battle depiction

ALLY
REHE #IL 1774
2

= ; S O 4
: NG 1% &5 y = 3"'_‘. ;F.q;?&etﬁ ~ (s}
= Y=, S ()
D Cel o @D o090
\ e B0 &

) B

Sackett’'s Harbor, NY was the site of the principal

American shipyard and naval base on Lake Ontario.
The British crossed Lake Ontario in an attempt to capture it but
were repulsed by the Americans.
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War of 1812:
Plattsburgh

T g,

e
......

Lo

> Battle of Plattsburgh - Sept. 1814
(aka Battle of Lake Champlain) ended the
final British invasion of the northern e
states during the War of 1812. AL

The Americans were able to use the victory to:
1. Demand exclusive rights to Lake Champlain,

2. Deny the British exclusive rights to the Great Lakes and

3. Deny any territorial gains made against the New
England states during the war.
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